Distribution and anomalies of coronary arteries in tetralogy of fallot.
The surgical management of tetralogy of Fallot (TF) may be complicated by anomalies in the course and distribution of coronary arteries. Selective coronary angiography was performed in 119 cases of TF in order to prevent injury of aberrant vessels. In 11 patients, anomalies in the origin of coronary branches were revealed (five patients with a single coronary ostium, five with the anterior descending coronary artery arising from the right coronary artery or right sinus of Valsalva, and one with the circumflex artery arising from the right coronary artery). Other findings include anastomoses between coronary and bronchial arteries, small fistulas between coronary arteries and the pulmonary artery or right atrium, and hypoplasia of the coronary tree. The onset of left anterior hemiblock after total correction of TF could possibly be explained, in cases with a dominant left pattern, by injury to the coronary system after closure of the interventricular septal defect, rather than by injury to the conduction system.